Dormanstown Class Reading Spine:

A key part of our reading offer across school is the sharing of stories as a class. Each day for twenty
minutes class teachers read a story to their pupils, sharing quality texts together and developing a

love of stories.

We believe that our reading spine should evolve and grow as we discover more books which we
believe should be shared in our classrooms. Our classic texts include titles from authors such as
Jacqueline Wilson, Robert Swindles, Julia Donaldson, Philip Pullman and JK Rowling.

In 2022 we redesigned our spine to add six contemporary titles in each year group. These texts were
selected to give children a range of stories, written by a diverse range of exciting new authors. Each
collection was curated to ensure that children were able to both see themselves in narratives, but
also to experience settings which widen their horizons and allow them to explore environments
outside of their everyday experiences. The texts celebrate a range of protagonists including strong
female, minority group and non-human leads, and as a collection aim to inspire children to make
informed choices about their own personal reading.

Details of the texts added into each year group can be found below:

&LORI E BLACKMAN
Tustraled by Maltt Robertson

ALEX T. SMITH

JULIAN GOUGH & JIM FIELD

Astra’s family are all snoring in their sleeping
pods, but Astra is WIDE AWAKE. With her
friend, Pilbeam, she goes off exploring and
soon finds out the ship is in deep trouble. It's
been knocked off course and invaded by a
gang of Poglites, an alien salvage crew
searching for spoons. But even the Poglites
need Astra's help when they discover
something far more sinister lurking in the
canteen... Sure, they're cakes; but no one
would describe them as sweet!

Half vampire, hal faiy, totally unique! Isadora
Moon is special because she is different. Her
mum is a fairy and her dad is a vampire and
Isadora is a bit of both. She loves the night,
bats, and the colour black, but she also loves
the outdoors, using her magic wand, and the
colour pink. When it's time for Isadora to start
school she's not sure where she belongs -
vampire school or fairy school?

Ellie is the rudest, most spoilt child her
grandma has ever met and it's time that she

When Mr and Mrs Shinyshoes set off for work,
Claude decides what adventure he wants to

leamt a lesson! So with a ltle bit of magic and have that day. Today he and Sir Bobblysock
some help from Jolly the cat, Grandma's going go to the city for the very first time. They have
to make sure that Ellie changes her ways. Can tea in a café, go shopping and visit a museum

Ellie work hard to prove that she can be good? It is all very normal until

Or is she destined to spend the rest of her
days trapped in the body of a mean old cat?

Claude accidentally
foils a robbery and becomes the local herol

When young Anna inherits a dilapidated once-
grand hotel from her Great Aunt Mathilde.
she's determined to restore it to its former
glory. But this is no ordinary hotel - al of her
staff and guests are animals! Anna soon rises
to the challenge. Whether it's a flamingo, a
penguin or a hippo knocking at the door, Anna
is ready to welcome the al - with the help of
her trusty sidekicks T Bear the doorman
Squeak the friendly elevator mouse, and
Lemmy the lemur receptionist ... As she soon
finds out, though, running an animal hotel is no
easy task. Can Anna make Hotel Flamingo a
success once more?

Bear wakes up early from hibemation. If she
can' sleep, then at least she can make a
snowman. Rabbit has never made a snowman,
but he definitely wants to make one that's
better than Bear's. But with an avalanche and
a hungry wolf heading his way, Rabbit soon
realises that it might be nice to have a fiiend
on his side
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When Tomas discovers a strange old tree at
the bottom of his grandad's garden, he doesn't
think much of t. But he takes the funny fruit
from the tree back into the house - and gets
the shock and delight of his life when a tiny
dragon hatches! The tree is a dragonfruit tree.
and Tomas has got his very own dragon,
Flicker ... Tomas soon finds out that ife with
Flicker is great fun, but also very
unpredictable. Yes, dragons are wonderful, but
they also set fire to your toothbruth and leave
your pants hanging from the TV aerial. Tomas
has to leam how to look after Flicker - and
quickly. And then something extraordinary
happens - more dragonfuits appear on the
tree. Tomas is officially growing dragons

When a goblin messenger arrives at The
Nothing to See Here Hotel, announcing the
imminent arrival of the goblin prince Grogbah,
Frankie and his family rush into action to get
ready for their important guest. But it soon
becomes obvious that the Banister family are
going to have their work cut out with the
demanding prince and his never-ending
entourage, especially when it tums out the
rude lttle prince is hiding a secret

Max, chief mouse hunter at the Theatre Royal,
is up to his whiskers in his first mystery! Max
notices that famous singer Madame Emerald
is acting strangely. Why is her maid so
terrified? And what kind of singer doesn't like
to sing in public? Soon Max is trapped in a
complicated web of crime, dashing round
dancers' legs and over the rooftops of London
ina race to catch a clever thief.

Ithas been weeks since Mr Penguin's last
adventure and he's been stuck at his desk,
twiddling his flippers ever since. That is until
the phone rings! Mr Penguin and Colin (@
spider and Mr Penguin'’s silent right hand man)
are called in to find the missing treasure
somewhere in the Museum of Extraordinary
Objects. The quest finds them solving secret
codes, fighting ferocious beasts, eating fish
finger sandwiches and travelling deep below
the museum to a lost jungle.

When toy robot, Boot, wakes up at @ The Race to the Top of the World! It comes
scrapyard, it has no idea how it got there and  around once in a lifetime, and the prize? Your
why it isn't with its owner, Beth. It only has two heart’s desire. Shen and Sika cantt resist the
and a half glitchy memories, but it knows it chance to win, but competition is fierce. The
was loved, which means something important  path to victory is littered with snow trolls, sea
to humans. Boot soon realises its emotions  monsters, and a gang of particularly hungry
make it different to other robots, who just  yetis. But Shen and Sika have something the
function and don't think. Boot is scared but  other contestants don't have. Actually, they
tries to be brave, which is hard when its screen have 66 other things; pugs to be exact. That's
keeps showing a wobbly, worried face. Luckily a 264 paw-powered sled!

Boot meets Noke and Red - other ‘advanced’

fobots who have learned to sunvive in secret

With new friends by its side, Boot is

determined to find Beth and the gang set off on

a dangerous adventure. Everything Boot

thought it knew about the world is changing,

and things aren' as simple as it remembers




Year 3:

‘ARer one trick too many, Loki is banished to
live on Earth as a “normal” school boy.
Forbidden from using his AWESOME godly
powers, Loki must show moral improvement
As he records his lies THE TRUTH in his
magical (judgemental) diary, it becomes clear
Loki hasn't a clue how to tell good from evil
trust from tricks, or friends from enemies.

Mum's away. Dad’s in charge. There's no milk
So Dad saves the day by going to buy some.
Really, that's all that happens. Very boring
AAAAAAAAAWN. There are absolutely none
of the following inside: GLOBBY GREEN
ALIENS!
INTERGALACTIC POLICE!
IRATES!

And most definitely NOT a time-travelling hot-
air balloon piloted by the brilliant dinosaur
scientist Professor Steg

Trust me, the fairy tales have it so wrong. Dingy
towers and wicked step-mums are the least of my
worries: it's the boredom that will kill me.
Honestly, apart from the endless supply of
cupcakes, being a princess is pretty rubbish. |
used to think about locking myself in a tower and
throwing away the key. Thank the good goblin |
discovered BMX. If it wasn't for BMX, nothing
would have changed

Daisy Wart, a Shakespearean actress with
grand ambitions, is FURIOUS at being left at
Toadspit Towers School for Witches by her
grandmother. SHE IS NOT A WITCH! But
Daisy soon becomes drawn into the mysteries
of life at Toadspit, and finds that she even has
a few magical surprises up her sleeve

Welcome to Professor Brownstone's vault -
containing ancient relics from around the
world, all collected by his famous ancestors!
Follow the epic joumey of Brownstone's

When Agatha Farlingham is kidnapped by @
yeti on a mountain in Tibet, she soon
discovers that the hairy monster is clever and
noble. His children are in danger from the

earliest ancestor, Arthur, and travel back to the modern world and he needs her help. She

age of the Vikings where this bookish young
adventurer must find the courage to save his
village and defeat the mighty beast Fenir

sends them on a top-secret joumey to England
and the safety of her ancestral home. But first
she must teach them some manners.
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LS a cold winter's night when Karl enters the
[White Horse Taver looking like he's
swallowed a thundercloud. His final task as a
clockmaker apprentice is to make a new figure
for the great clock of Glockenheim. He has not
made the figure - or got any idea of what it
could be, and the unveiling is tomorrow. Fritz
is also in the taver; there to read aloud his
new spooky story. Like Karl, he hasn't
finished. Well, he knows how the story starts
and he knows its called Clockwork - so, with
the snow swiring down outside, he sets his
story going and just has to hope that the
ending will come to him as he tells it
Suddenly, Fritz's story and real life merge in a
completely sinister way - and just like
clockwork it can't be stopped

Podkin is the son of a warrior chieftain_ He

nows that one day it will be up to him to lead
his warren and guard it in times of danger. But
for now, he's quite happy to laze around
annoying his older sister Paz, and playing with
his baby brother Pook. Then Podkin's home is
brutally attacked, and the young rabbits are
forced to flee. The terifying Gorm are on the
rampage, and no one and nowhere is safe
With danger all around them, Podkin must
protect his family, uncover his destiny, and
attempt to defeat the most horrifying enemy
rabbitkind has ever known.

There are Seven Skills in the way of Jalal,"
whispered the Elder Paw. We know only three
of them. Their names are these. Siow-Time.
Moving Circles. Shadow-walking.' Now Varjak
[must use the Way to survive in a city full of
dangerous dogs, cat gangs and, strangest of
all, the mysterious Vanishings. With stunning
lllustrations from acclaimed graphic artist
Dave McKean, this much-loved story won the
Smarties Prize Gold Award and has become a
[ moder classic.

|Eleven-year-old Casper Tock hates fisks, is
allergic to adventures and shudders at the
thought of unpredictable events. So, it comes
as a nasty shock to him when he

accidentally stumbles into Rumblestar, an
Unmapped Kingdom full of magical beasts. All
Casper wants is to find a way home, but
Rumblestar is in trouble. An evil harpy called
Morg is sending her followers, the Midnights,
into the kingdom to wreak havoc and pave the
way for her to steal the Unmapped magic for
herself. And so, together with Utterly

| Thankless, a girl who hates rules and is
allergic to behaving, and her miniature dragon,
[Arlo, Casper embarks upon an adventure full of
cloud giants, storm ogres and drizzle hags.
Can he, Utterly and Arlo, the unlikeliest of
heroes, save the Unmapped Kingdoms and our
world from the clutches of Morg and her
Midnights?

[There are no polar bears left on Bear Island. At
least, that's what Apri's father tells her when
his scientific research takes them to this
remote Arctic outpost for six months. But one
endless summer night, April meets one. He is
stanving, lonely and a long way from home.
Determined to save him, April begins the most
important journey of her life.

[A yellow moon hangs in a satin sky the night
Cinderella, barefoot and in hand-me-downs.
slips at the top of the stairs .. and dies . But
not for long. The Shadow of Death arrives to
breathe life back into her bones and, for three
nights only. Cinderella goes forth as
[ZOMBIERELLA. With her skin as cold as ice
and her faithful horse Lumpkin back by her
side, can she seek revenge on her three
cruel, fake sisters, once and for all?
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[When Elliot wishes upon a star, he doesn'
expect a constellation to crash into a
dungheap on his family farm. The star is Virgo.
She thinks she's perfect. Elliot doesnt. And
together they release Thanatos, evil Daemon of|
Death ... epic fail. They need the King of the
Gods and his noble steed. Instead, they get a
chubby Zeus and his high horse Pegasus. Are
the Gods really ready to save the world? And
is the world really ready for the Gods?

Running. That's all Ghost (real name Castle
Cranshaw) has ever known. But Ghost has
been running for the wrong reasons -until he
meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medallist who
sees something in Ghost: crazy natural talent
If Ghost can stay on track, literally and
figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in the
city. Can Ghost hamess his raw talent for
speed., or will his past finally catch up to him?

Lily's Ife is in mortal peril. Her father is
missing and now silver-eyed men stalk her
through the shadows. What could they want
from her? With her friends - Robert, the
clockmaker's son, and Malkin, her mechanical
fox - Lily is plunged into a mur

menacing world. Too soon Lily realizes that
those she holds dear may be the very ones to
break her heart... Murder, mayhem and
mystery meet in this gripping Victorian
adventure.

Once in a generation, Aranmore Island
chooses a new Storm Keeper to wield its
power and keep its magic safe from enemies.
The time has come for Fionn's grandfather, a
secretive and eccentric old man, to step down.
Soon, a new Keeper will rise. But, deej
underground, someane has been waiting for
Fionn. As the battle to become the island's
next champion rages, a more sinister magic is
waking up, intent on rekindling an ancient war.

1941. War is raging. And one angry boy has
been sent to the city, where bombers rule the
skies. There, Joseph will live with Mrs F, a
gruff woman with no fondness for children. Her
only loves are the rundown 200 she owns and
its mighty silverback gorilla, Adonis. As the
weeks pass, bonds deepen and secrets are
revealed, but if the bombers set Adonis
rampaging free, will either of them be able to
end the life of the one thing they truly love?

Found abandoned in a bear cave as a baby.
Yanka has always wondered about where she
is from. She tries to ignore the strange
whispers and looks from the vilagers, wishing
she was as strong on the inside as she is on
the outside. But, when she has to fiee her
house, looking for answers about who she
really is, a jouney far beyond one that she
ever imagined begins: from icy rivers to
smouldering mountains meeting an ever-
growing herd of extraordinary friends along the
way.




Year 6:

AFTER
THE WAR

FROM AUSCHWITZ TO AMBESOE

TOM PALMER

MITCH JOHNSON
“Abrilant debut.”
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Summer 1945_ The Second World War is
finally over and Yossi, Leo and Mordecai are
among three hundred children who arrive in
the English Lake District Having survived the
horrors of the Nazi concentration camps,
theyve finally reached a place of safety and
peace, where they can hopefully begin to
recover. But Yossi is haunted by thoughts of
his missing father and disturbed by terrible
nightmares. As he waits desperately for news
from home, he fears that Mordecai and Leo -
the closest thing to family he has left- will
move on without him. Willlife by the beautiful
Lake Windermere be enough to bring hope
back into all their lives?

Budis plan is simple. He's going to be a star.
Budi's going to play for the greatest team on
earih, instead of sweating over each stitch he
sews, each footoall boot he makes. But one
uniucky kick brings Budi's world crashing
down. Now he owes the Dragon, the most

man in Jakarta. Soon itisn't only
Budi's dreams at stake, but his life. A story
about dreaming big, about hope and heroes,
and never letting anything stand in your way.

[Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old.
He does ordinary things - eating ice cream,
playing on his Xbox. He feels ordinary -
inside. But ordinary kids don't make other
ordinary kids run away screaming in
playgrounds. Ordinary kids arent stared at
wherever they go. Born with a terrible facial
abnormality, Auggie has been home-
schooled by his parents his whole life. Now,
for the firsttime, he's being sentto a real
school - and he's dreading it. All he wants is
to be accepted - but can he convince his new
classmates that he's just like them,
underneatn it all?

Paxwas only a kit when his family was killed
and he was rescued by ‘his boy, Peter. Now
the country is at war and when his father
enlists, Peter has no choice but to move in
with his grandfather. Far worse than leaving
home is the fact that he has to leave Pax
behind. But before Peter spends even one
night under his grandfather's roof he sneaks
out into the night, determined to find his
beloved friend. This is the story of Peter, Pax,
and their journeys back to each other as war
rampages throughout the country.

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella
dreams of the faraway lands her cartographer|
father once mapped. When her friend
disappears, she volunteers to guide the
search. The world beyond the walls is a
monster-filled wasteland - and beneath the
dry rivers and smoking mountains, a fire
demon is stirring from its sleep. Soon,
following her map, her heart and an ancient
myth, Isabella discovers the true end of her
journey: to save the island itself.

Herbert Lemon, Lost-and-Founder at the
Grand Nautilus Hotel, knows that returning
lost things to their rightful owners is not easy|
- especially when the lost thing i not a thing|
at all, but a girl. No one knows what
happened to Violet Parma's parents twelve
years ago, and when she engages Herbie to
help her find them, the pair discover that
their disappearance might have something to|
do with the legendary sea-monster, the
Malamander. Eerie-on-Sea has always been
a mysteriously chilling place, where strange
stories seem to wash up. And it just got
stranger.

In addition to these texts, we are also fortunate enough to participate in the TVED Book of the Year

Awards.

Every year children are exposed to a range of picture and chapter books as part of a competition to
choose their favourite new releases of the year.

At the end of each award, the texts are then released into the library and classroom, and are also
used to supplement our shared story sessions.

In 2022/23, the TVED Award shortlist was as follows:

Picture Books:

GRAHAM CARTER
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